


2021 TEAM & SOLO JUDGES BIOS 

For the 2021 competition, the ISDTA is proud to virtually welcome this year’s panel of judges hailing from all corners of the nation. Our judges 
have over 400 years of combined experience and expertise in the professional dance industry to share with our Iowa dancers. Their experiences 
include performing, coaching, choregraphing and judging across the nation and world-wide, making the ISDTA championships one of the most 
prestigious high school competitions in the nation.

Jesus Acosta

Adina Belanger

Clayton Cross

Jesus Acosta is originally from Guanajuato, Mexico. He began dancing at Sam Houston State University at the age of eighteen. He has danced profes-
sionally with METdance Company for four seasons, Hope Stone Dance Company for four seasons, he is a founding member for NobleMotion Dance 
where he danced for nine seasons, and is currently a founding member and dancing for Houston Contemporary Dance Company currently on his second 
season. Jesus has worked for MA Dance and Auxiliaries for sixteen years teaching, choreographing, and judging all over the United States. Jesus has also 
choreographed for The Houston Texans Cheerleaders and has been featured in Dance Teacher Magazine. Mr. Acosta has danced nationally in venues such 
as The Ailey Theater in New York City, The Kennedy Center in Washington D.C., The Paramount Theater in Boston, Massachusetts, The McCallum Theatre in 
Palm Desert, California and The Rose Wagner Performing Arts Complex in Salt Lake City among others. He can be found teaching at many dance studios in 
Houston and the surrounding areas. He loves instilling positivity and inspiring young minds to fulfill their potentials as artists and humans.

Adina was born and raised in Marquette, Michigan.  After high school, she continued her training at Wright State University and then on to New York City in 
the Intern Scholarship program at Broadway Dance Center.  After finishing the program, she joined Broadway Dance Center’s Professional Program under 
the direction of Wes Veldink for Intense training.  Once completed, she joined the Contemporary Jazz company “Pushing Progress” in NY, NY.  Where she 
performed at the infamous Alvin Ailey Studios.  She has done industrial work, as well as multiple back-up Hip-Hop performances and events.  She has been 
teaching for 15 years with the Just For Kix summer tour.  With that company she has traveled all over the country teaching and choreographing for all ages 
and levels of students.  She has also been a part of the halftime and pre-game of the Outback Bowl in Tampa, FL. for the past 8 years.  She is currently the 
Director of the Just For Kix Dance studio in Largo, FL.  

Clayton Cross works nationwide as a choreographer, performer and master teacher. He is Choreographer in Residence in with 
Music Theater Works of Chicago where he most recently choreographed and performed as (Tulsa) in Gypsy, as well as choreo-
graphed and performed in Mame. With MTW Clayton choreographed Candide, Guys and Dolls, My Fair Lady, Die Fledermaus, 
and upcoming Peter Pan and as a performer in The Fantastiks (Mute) and Damn Yankees (Ensemble). With MTW Clayton has 
also assistant directed Die Fledermaus, Candide as well as Let Me Entertain You: Jule Styne’s Greatest Hits. Other roles include 
Mercedes in La Cage Aux Folles (Marriott). He served for five years as artistic advisor, board member & choreographer for 
Renegade Dance Architects and is a master teacher for M.A. Dance. Clayton has twice been a consultant and contributed chore-
ography for the Capital One Bowl’s All American Halftime Show. Throughout his 20 year career as a dancer he has worked with 
Robert Battle, Fernando Bujones, Sherry Zunker, Paul Taylor & Anne Reinking. Clayton’s television credits include Every Dancer 
Has a Story, a PBS special on the River North Chicago Dance Company (company member for 10 seasons). Clayton holds a 
double B.F.A. in Ballet and Modern Dance from Texas Christian University.



Sandi Ellis

Jenny Eustice

RoXANNE GAGE

Kinshasa Garrett

Sandi Ellis has been a color guard performer, choreographer, instructor, and judge in the Midwest for nearly 30 years. She performed throughout high 
school and college, including two trips to the Tournament of Rose Parade, and groups for whom she has written have performed at numerous college 
football bowl parades. Sandi is a long-time staff member at the Central Iowa Color Guard Camp and has been a choreographer and instructor at other camps 
in Missouri, Kansas, and Illinois. The Iowa high school marching bands with whom she has worked range in size from Class 2A - 4A, and she currently is the 
instructor with the award-winning Dallas Center - Grimes Marching Mustangs.

Jenny Eustice is entering her eleventh season as the dance team coach for the University of Iowa. She has taken the Iowa Dance 
Team to UDA College Nationals every year, earning a top 10 finish each season. In 2017, the Iowa Dance Team placed 3rd at 
Nationals in the pom category, tying their highest placement ever in school his tory. Eustice is a former Minnesota Vikings cheer-
leader and a Minnesota Swarm Performance Team member. She is a former dancer (captain) and assistant coach of the University 
of Minnesota dance team that won four UDA National Championships during her tenure. Her coaching background also includes 
the multiple state champion Wayzata High School dance team. Eustice was the Universal Dance Association (UDA) ESPN dance 
analyst for the National High School Dance Team Championship for nine years. She has judged for ISDTA and IHSDTA at the state 
level, and UDA regional and national competitions.

Roxanne Gage received her Bachelor of Arts in Dance from the University of Texas at Austin and her Associate in Fine Arts degree 
from Kilgore College. She is a former Kilgore College Rangerette Lieutenant and Swingster as well as a former Austin High School 
Dance Director. Roxanne has celebrated over 30 years of experience with teaching, choreographing, directing dance camps and
adjudicating dance teams throughout the United States with MA Dance. As a dance educator in the industry, Roxanne has shared 
her knowledge and experience at conferences such as the American College Dance Association and the Texas Dance Educators 
Association for over 20 years. She is also a core member of the DEAL assessment staff as an adjudicator for TDEA. Roxanne has 
directed and produced choreography for the Blanton Museum of Art- Exhibition Opening of Andy Warhol, the Opening of the 
JW Marriott Austin, the Essential Oils World Convention in Dallas, the Rodan+Fields convention and the Texas CASA conferences. 
She was the assistant choreographer for the movie, “Miss Congeniality”, starring Sandra Bullock. She has had the privilege to 
serve as a USASF judge for The Dance World’s Championship where over 40 countries competed. Currently, she is the rehearsal 
director for the Kathy Dunn Hamrick Dance Company where she has been teaching, performing, leading and choreographing for 
over 15 years. She serves as a producer and director for the Austin Dance Festival Youth Edition. She has been a faculty member 
for the Dance Department at Austin Community College for over 20 years and continues to work with outreach programs to 
encourage high school dance students to reach their full potential through a college education. She also directs and assists in 
producing the ACC Choreographers Showcase. She is on the board of directors and serves as a volunteer for Leap of Joy which is 
an after-school program that gives at-risk youth empowerment and confidence through dance education. Her most recent dance 
adventure has been with Blue Lapis Light Aerial Dance Company where she collaborated with choreography and auditioning 
youth and adult dancers in the Austin community to perform in a beautiful production about protecting our environment and 
honoring all beings. She is married to a loving and supportive husband, Cameron Gage. Together they have 2 fun-loving chil-
dren, Jack 25 and Bella 19 who make their lives complete.

Kinshasa Garrett has multi-faceted experience as a Performer, Choreographer, Director and Adjudicator. Born and raised in Dallas, Texas, Kinshasa began 
studio dance and dance/drill team at the age of 7. She continued her dance education, competed and performed with schools and studios for the next 
several years, ultimately accepting leadership roles, as an officer in high school and college.  Following her college graduation, Kinshasa began working 
with  numerous competitively successful high school, collegiate and studio/all star teams while also working in college/university Student Affairs.  Kinshasa 
has adjudicated for numerous national and international brands and continues to serve as a performance coach, consultant and workshop presenter in the 
United States and abroad. Kinshasa now resides in Austin and serves as the Southwest Regional Director for The United States All Star Federation and also 
serves as a part of the USASF Dance Rules Committee and Athlete Leadership Team. 



Donna Haas

Besty Heathcock

Stacie Horton

Samantha Houston

Founder and Executive Director Marching Auxiliaries of America and MA Dance, 1976-Present, Creator, Director and Chore-
ographer Texas Christian University “Showgirls”, 1976-1998, Current Member of Conseil International De La Danse CID, Hall 
of Fame Award Texas Dance Educators Association 2002, Lifetime Achievement Winner National Drill Dance Team Directors of 
America, 1991-1992, Lifetime Achievement Award Texas Drill Dance Team Educator’s Association, 1992-1993, Charter Member 
National Council Drill Team Camps, 1983-Present, Director TDDTEA Texas “All-State Drill Team, 1990, Director Houston Olympic 
Games Opening Ceremonies, 1986, Director Houston Rodeo Opening Ceremonies, 1986, Pageant Choreographer Bluebonnet 
Bowl-Houston, TX, Holiday Bowl-San Diego, CA, Hall of Fame Bowl-Tampa, FL, Citrus Bowl-Orlando, FL, Maui Classic Basketball 
Tournament, Maui, HI, Director Opening Ceremonies 1988 World’s Fair Brisbane, Australia, Director Opening Ceremonies 1992 
Expo Seville, Spain, Presenter TDDTEA State Conventions, DTDA National Conventions, Illinois State Convention, DTDA Midwest 
Conventions, Published Author of numerous articles Insights Magazine, Former Director Brewer HS Drill Team, 1976-1980.

Betsy Heathcock has been actively involved in Dance Education since 1980.  During her career she taught dance and directed at three premier High 
Schools, Dulles, Memorial and Austin Fort Bend.  She had the distinct honor to choreograph for the 2005, 2009, 2013 and 2017 Tournament of Roses 
“Music for All Honor Dance Team”, Dance Team Directors of Americas 1994 “All Star Dance Team” and was the United State Olympic Festival Assistant 
Dance Director/Choreographer in 1986.  Staying involved is so important and Betsy has done this by serving on the Texas Dance Educators’ Association 
Executive board in six different board positions. She oversaw the inception of the Texas State Dance Assessment, D.E.A.L -“Dance Educators’ Assessment 
of Learning” and continues to Coordinate and adjudicate for this Assessment.  Throughout the years Betsy has earned numerous accolades including 
being named to the Texas Dance Educators’ “Hall of Fame” in 2005, “Lifetime Achievement Award” in 2000 and “Dance Team Director of the Year” in 
1995.Betsy is a Clinic Director for MA Dance Officer Camp, MA Dance Line Camps and is an adjudicator for several companies throughout the country.  
Her passion is creating unique choreography in both Pom & Military genres and providing leadership workshops for both Dance Officers and Dance 
Teams through team building workshops and creative crafting for both Directors and students.  Betsy and her husband Ron teach leadership/crafting 
workshops that focus on taking time for you and emphasizing the importance of giving from the heart.  As a Dance Educator it is important to remain 
current within the industry and MA Dance & T.D.E.A. have always been instrumental in making this happen.  She is thankful each and every day that 
she is aligned both professionally and personally with so many amazing companies, organizations and schools are committed to Dance Excellence.  

Stacie Horton is in her nineteenth season as the head coach of the Grand View Competitive Dance team and her ninth year as the 
head coach of the Competitive Cheer team. Horton, started her dance team career as a SE Polk Rhythamette for four years, two of 
which she was a captain. She continued her passion as a dancer with the University of Iowa Dance Team for four years and captain 
her last year. She choreographed and coached the Iowa Barnstormers dance team for two years before moving on to coach at 
Grand View. Horton has been involved with ISDTA for several years in many capacities; State Solo Judge 6 years, All Iowa Honor 
Dance Team staff member 7 years and event host 5 years, ISDTA College Combine host for one year, as well as the 2018 Recipient 
of the ISDTA Lifetime Achievement Award. She served as a judge for the Central Iowa Critiquing Clinic for 7 years.  Stacie has 
worn many hats while at Grand View within the NAIA division including NAIA Heart Conference Cheer & Dance Committee Chair 
2 years, NAIA Heart Conference Host 2 years, NAIA Cheer & Dance Executive Committee Past President 2 years, NAIA Cheer & 
Dance Executive Committee President 2 years, NAIA Cheer & Dance Executive Committee Vice President 2 years, and NAIA Cheer 
& Dance Executive Committee Secretary 2 years. Horton resides in Altoona with her husband Joe and is the proud mom of their 
three sons Davis, Cole, and Jack.

Samantha Houston Brown has been involved in the marching arts since 2004. In high school, she competed  in Bands of America 
and Winter Guard International with Odessa High School Band of Distinction, Odessa, Missouri. While attending the University of 
Kansas, she served as a 3 year guard captain with the Marching  Jayhawks, 3 seasons with Synchronicity Winterguard, 3 seasons 
with Avidity Independent Winterguard and  a summer performing with the Santa Clara Vanguard Drum and Bugle Corps, from 
Santa Clara, California.  Samantha has experience instructing and choreographing for high school and collegiate color guards in 
Kansas,  Missouri, Iowa, Illinois, Texas, Hawaii and Nebraska. This is her first year as the Color Guard Instructor for the  University 
of Nebraska Cornhusker Marching Band and her second year as the Lincoln Southeast High School  Color Guard Instructor. In 
addition to writing choreography and being a clinician, she is a visual staff member  with The Guardians Drum and Bugle Corps. 
She has her Music Education Degree from the University of Kansas  and is a teacher at Pure Barre in Lincoln, Nebraska. 



Allie Hudak

Stacey Kornegay

Michael Long

Kathy McCormick

Allie Hudak is a committed dance educator and choreographer. Allie received a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Modern Dance with a 
minor in Secondary Education from Texas Christian University (2007), a Master of Educational Policies and Leadership from the 
University of Texas at Arlington (2014) and she is currently pursuing her doctorate in Educational Policies and Leadership from 
Texas A&M Commerce. After graduating from TCU, Allie taught modern dance and hip-hop for non-majors at TCU as an adjunct 
faculty member, was the inaugural director of the Colleyville Middle School Stars Dance Team and the artistic director for a local 
dance studio.  In 2008 Allie became the dance director at Birdville High School.  She has led the varsity dance team to 7 national 
titles, coached three teams through the USASF Dance Worlds to a spot in the finals, and founded a junior varsity team and a 
hip-hop crew. In addition, Allie has built the fine arts dance program to double in size, as well as success with straight ones at 
the Texas Dance Educators Assessment of Learning. In striving for excellence in dance education, Allie reaches out beyond her 
own program. Allie has worked for Marching Auxiliaries Dance as a teacher, choreographer and clinic director. She has judged 
for the Iowa State Dance and Drill competition. Allie serves on the USASF curriculum writing team, preparing hip-hop curriculum 
for cheer and dance gyms. She actively participates in the Texas Dance Educators Association (TDEA). Allie serves on the DEAL 
Committee teaching assessments as well as adjudicating through the state of Texas.  Allie chaired the registration committee for 
the 2017 TDEA state convention and was the 2017 recording secretary for the TDEA Executive Board, and currently serves as the 
TDEA 2nd Vice President.  

Stacey Kornegay is from Houston, TX and has been in the dance and auxiliary industry for over 25 years.  She began twirling at a 
very young age and competed as a USTA twirler.  By high school, she held numerous state, regional, and national twirling titles.  
Stacey became a dance officer for her high school team and then went on to perform professionally with Chrysalis; a modern 
dance company in Houston, TX. Following that Stacey danced for the Houston Oilers in 1993.  Mrs. Kornegay began her teaching 
career at Lanier Middle School and founded the Lanier Dance company, Dance Team, and Hip Hop competition groups. The La-
nier program grew to over 350 students earning 4 National Dance Titles. Stacey has choreographed and instructed bowl games, 
taught high school dance for 7 years, and has been an MA Dance and Auxiliary staff member for many years. She has had the 
opportunity to work in Sweden teaching movement to drumlines as well as provide leadership workshops for high school officer 
lines.  Mrs. Kornegay is currently teaching high school student Leadership.   

Michael Long is the MA Dance & Auxiliaries Vice President and Office Manager. He was an instructor for 1990 Scholastic A Class 
Silver Medalist Miramar HS Color Guard and the 1991 World Class Bronze Medalist “Alliance of Miami” Color Guard. Michael 
has been a  MA Dance & Auxiliaries Staff Member since 1986 and has choreographed the color guard portion of the half-time 
show for both the Citrus Bowl in Orlando, Florida, and the Aloha Bowl in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Kathy McCormick is an honor graduate of Texas Christian University where she double majored in Ballet and Journalism. She was
also captain of the TCU Showgirls dance team. She owned her own successful dance studio in North Carolina, taught at the School 
of Ballet West, Plano Academy of Dance, and was an instructor and choreographer at Dance Industry Performing Arts Center in 
the Dallas area. Kathy has worked as a head instructor, clinician and director/coach workshop administrator for MA Dance for 
over 30 years. She has choreographed and directed programs for the NFL Dallas Cowboys, the NBA Cleveland Cavaliers and was 
theentertainment and field director for Major League Soccer’s Dallas Burn. Kathy developed, wrote the curriculum, and was the 
principal instructor in a best-selling DVD technique series for Spirit Direct. She has choreographed and served as director for the 
nationally televised Peach Bowl in Atlanta, Georgia and assisted on many others including the Florida Citrus Bowl and Bluebon-
net Bowl. Mrs. McCormick is a nationally recognized dance clinician and adjudicator who has judged major competitions and 
conventions across the nation as well as overseas. She has also written and been on the advisory board for several dance maga-
zines. She is the former coach for the State and National Champion Mason High School Dance Team in Mason, Ohio. Kathy has 
been at Star Performance Centre in Liberty Township, Ohio for 17 years where she teaches and coaches the National and World 
Champion competitive teams at every level. Kathy has been married to her husband Allen for 34 years. They have three children,
two of them are married expanding the fam to five kids! They also have one grandchild and another one on the way next spring!



Dee Dee Munson

Gretchen Noack

Debbie Nordstrom 

DeeDee is the Artistic Director for the North Texas Performing Arts and the Staffing Coordinator at MA Dance. Her  credits include 
Kilgore College Rangerette, Stephen F. Austin Repertory Company, Stephen F. Austin Pom Squad  member and coach, Dallas 
Cowboys Cheerleader, and Dallas Mavericks Dancer. While attending SFA she won  two consecutive NCA National Dance Cham-
pionship titles. She is also a former Walt Disney World Dancer where  she performed in The Beauty & The Beast Show, Pleasure 
Island Explosion Dancers, various conventions and  special events, and the Rhythms of the World Show at Tokyo DisneySeas. 
DeeDee has taught and choreographed  for drill teams and dance teams across the country as well as being a head instructor 
and adjudicator for MA  Dance. She has appeared in Body Wrappers, Dance Spirit, Cheerleader & Danzteam, YM, and Glamour  
Magazines. She also modeled for Disney Animation where her likeness was used for the image of Princess Kida  in Atlantis Milo’s 
Return. Her television appearances include Good Morning Texas, Good Day Dallas, Macy’s  Thanksgiving Day Parade, Salvation 
Army Halftime with Reba McEntire, Mickey’s Very Merry Christmas Parade  with Aaron Carter, and John O’Hurley, Live with Regis 
and Kelly, and the Oprah Winfrey Show. She was also a  dancer/actress in the movie Miss Congeniality starring Sandra Bullock 
and more recently Sweethearts Of The  Gridiron featuring the Kilgore College Rangerettes. DeeDee has served as a judge for The 
Dance Worlds held at  Walt Disney World. She currently serves on the board for NTPA Dallas & Twelve 12 Ministries.  

Gretchen is a graduate from California State University Fullerton where she majored in Dance and Public Relations. She began her dance career as the direc-
tor of an award winning dance team in Southern California and then transitioned into the role of Dance Program Director for the United Spirit Association 
(USA) where she was in charge of staff training and program development for 5 years.  Her association with the USA has continued for more than 20 years 
through her ongoing involvement in dance. Gretchen has choreographed for many nationally ranked dance/drill teams and for numerous professional 
dance teams, such as the 49er Gold Rush, Golden State Warriors, Sacramento Kings and Los Angeles Clippers. Gretchen was honored to choreograph for 
the first-ever NFL international cheerleading auditions held in Tokyo Japan in 2003. She has been involved in the production and teaching of many NBA 
and NFL halftime shows, as well as traveled to Paris and Australia to help produce holiday parades encompassing over 300 performers. Gretchen has been 
selected to the judging panel for many state and national competitions, as well as the “All-Star Dance Worlds” Competition. Over the years, Gretchen was 
selected to judge at the USA Japan Nationals held in Tokyo.  Gretchen has extensive training in jazz, ballet, hip/hop, pom and traditional dance/drill. Cur-
rently Gretchen’s full time career is coordinating Educational Dance Trips for Dance Teams and Studios, all over the United States. She also currently serves 
as the Partnership/Vendor Chair for the National Dance Coaches Association, and has for the past 3 years. Her passionate involvement in the world of dance 
continues to present her with exciting opportunities.

Debbie Nordstrom has been a Dance Educator for the past 39 years and was a National Award winning Dance Team Director. She is the Founder and 
Executive Contest Director for Ascension Dance. She is the former Contest Director for Champion Dance and Contest of Champions in Orlando, Florida.  
She is a Past President and Lifetime Achievement recipient of the Texas Dance Educators Association and in 2019 was named to  TDEA’s Hall of Fame. 
Debbie continues to serve TDEA as their Collegiate Chair. An original NBA Houston Rockets Cheerleader, Houston Oilers (now Tennesee Titans) Derrick Doll, 
University of Houston Dance Team Captain and former Tyler Jr. College Apache Belle, she continues to adjudicate around the country.  Debbie, her husband 
Rick and puppy BarkLee reside in Cypress, TX.

Kelsey Scheffer
Kelsey Scheffer was born and raised in Morris, IL and now resides in Chicago, IL. Kelsey began her dance career as a studio trained 
dancer. She then went on to attend Loyola University Chicago where she graduated with a business administration degree in 
sport management and marketing. While attending school, Kelsey was a member of the Loyola Dance Team, competing nation-
ally with UDA. Throughout college, Kelsey traveled across the country teaching Varsity camps as a UDA instructor. For the past four 
years, Kelsey has served as the Varsity Dance State Director for the central region of the country. She is also a current regional 
competition coordinator and judge for UDA. Kelsey is a previous NAIA college coach at Calumet College of St. Joseph’s in Indiana 
and now currently coaches the mini all-star program at Studio 22 High Tek in Chicago, Illinois.



Lynn Singer

Wanda Weir

Lynn is the Executive Director of Communications and Dance for the U.S. All Star Federation. Before joining the USASF staff, she 
was Vice President of Spirit Innovations and America’s Best Championships, and was inducted into the USASF, United Performing 
Association and Spirit Industry Halls of Fame. She served as Editor of In Motion magazine as well as Senior Contributing Editor 
for Inside Dance, Dance Spirit, American Cheerleader, Dance Teacher Now and Stage Directions magazines. She also served as 
Vice President of NCA Danz (now NDA).

Wanda Brown Weir is the former 3 year Director/Choreographer of the NBA Washington Wizards Dance Team. Prior to joining 
the Wizards Dance Team as a dancer in 2003, Wanda was a member of the Washington Redskins Cheerleaders for two years. 
Wanda is a former head instructor and territorial manager for Universal Dance Association and sales representative with Varsity 
Spirit Fashion. Wanda is also the former. captain/choreographer of the multi- national champion Towson University Dance Team 
and former coach of the George Washington University “First Ladies” Dance Team. For over twenty years, Wanda has judged for
many local, state and national competitions including The Dance Worlds (10 year veteran judge), UDA and NDA high school, 
all-star and collegiate championships & nationals. Currently, Wanda is Owner/Creative Director for Premier Dance DC and Head 
Coach for Catholic University. Wanda is a sought after dance fitness consultant, speaker and motivational coach. Wanda currently 
lives in Northern VA with her husband and two daughters ages 6 & 7.

Ashleigh Wright

Mary has been involved in the dance team industry for over 40 years as a coach and industry professional.  A part of the original 
judging panel at The Dance Worlds, Mary is the Education Director for USASF Dance.  She also serves as the Dance Scoring Di-
rector for the IASF, the International All-Star Federation and is the Panel Director for the Junior and High Kick Divisions.  She has 
served as the Scoring and Adjudication Director as well as the Pom Category Advisor for the USASF.  Mary has judged internation-
ally and facilitated coach and athlete workshops. Additionally, she serves as the Associate Director of Enrichment and Leadership 
where she has assisted in the development of workshops for coaches and athletes such as Bolt, March, Dance FUNdamentals, 
What’s your IQ Jr and Impact. Mary is the former director/choreographer of the North Texas State University Songleaders and the 
Assistant Director/Choreographer for the Texas Christian University Showgirls, her alma mater, where she received a BS and MS 
in Kinesiological Studies.  A former Kilgore College Rangerette Lieutenant and TCU Showgirl Captain, Mary has been a director for 
several high school teams in Texas, Ohio, New Jersey, and Washington. The Texas Dance/Drill Team Educators voted her as their 
youngest Lifetime Achievement Recipient and Hall of Fame Recipient.  She is the executive director and former choreographer 
of the Citrus Bowl and worked for MA Dance as their Vice President for over 35 years. Mary has been married for over 32 years to 
Ted Wendt and has a son, John, a 2018 graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy. 

Ashleigh Wright started her color guard experience as a performer with the Waterloo West High School color  guard from 2005-
2008 under the direction of William Martin. In 2008, Ashleigh got the opportunity to march  with the Phantom Regiment Drum 
and Bugle Corps. From there, Ashleigh has had the privilege of directing  and choreographing for several different programs 
around Iowa and Missouri. Some of these programs include  Waterloo West High School, Winterset High School, Dallas-Center 
Grimes High School, Waukee High School,  and Odessa High School. Ashleigh has also been a guest instructor at the Cyclone 
Guard Academy and is an  instructor at the Iowa Central Color Guard Camp, as well. 

Mary Wendt


